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3,5 % of world’s 
cotton is produced 
in Turkey

Cotton Production in Turkey
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The cotton 
cultivated in 
Turkey is not 
genetically 
modified.

Cotton Cultivation Areas and Quantity in Turkey

Source: TURKSTAT, 2015

 2,183,733    

Cultivation 
Areas (Decare)

Production of 
Cotton (Unginned)

 1,022,213    Şanlıurfa

 363,898     204,467    Adana

 73,608     35,242    Adıyaman

 396,869     191,729    Diyarbakır

 104,614     55,203    Mardin

 588,795     316,856    Aydın

 234,945     133,700    İzmir

 56,740     30,065    Antalya

 371,066     196,766    Hatay

80,725 40,162Gaziantep

Number of 
cotton farmers 

in Turkey
57,000
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NGOs -

Adana Farmers Union - Good Cotton Practices Association S.S. Antalya Cotton and Citrus Agriculture Sales Coorperative (ANTBİRLİK) - S.S. ÇUKOBİRLİK Cotton, Peanut and Oily Seed Agriculture Sales Coorperative - S.S. Tariş Cotton and Oily Seed Agriculture Sales Coorperative - - 
Diyarbakır Commercial Exchange - Şanlıurfa Commercial Exchange - Adana Commercial Exchange - Aydın Commercial Exchange – Chambers of Agriculture

DİSK Textile Representations for Medittereanean, Çerkezköy Region, Gaziantep - DİSK Textile Bursa, Edirne, Söke Branches - HAK-İŞ Öz İplik Thread Union Adana, Gaziantep Branches - HAK-İŞ Öz İplik Thread 
Union Aegean and Sakarya Regional Branches – Good Cotton Practices Association – textile Sub-Industrialists Association – Commerce and Industry Chambers – Commercial Exchanges 

DİSK Textile Union - HAK-İŞ Öz İplik Thread Union - Cotton Textile Industrialists Union –  S.S. Antalya Cotton and Citrus Agriculture Sales Coorperative (ANTBİRLİK) - Commerce and Industry Chambers - Commercial Exchanges - TÜRK İŞ Teksif Turkish Textile, Knitted Garment and Leather Industry 
Workers Union – Turkish Textile Employers Union 

DİSK Textile Union - HAK-İŞ Öz İplik Thread Union - Istanbul Ready-Wear and Textile Exporters Union (İHKİB) - Istanbul Textile and Raw Material Exports Union (İTHİB) - Istanbul Textile and Garment Exporters Unions (İTKİB) – Cotton Textile Industrialists Union – Commerce and Industry Chambers 
– Commercial Exchanges - TÜRK İŞ Teksif Turkish Textile, Knitted Garment and Leather Industry Workers Union

HAK-İŞ Öz İplik Thread Union - Good Cotton Practices Association - S.S. ÇUKOBİRLİK Cotton, Peanut and Oily Seed Agriculture Sales Coorperative - S.S. Tariş Cotton and Oily Seed Agriculture Sales Coorperative – Diyarbakır Chamber of Commerce and Industry - Şanlıurfa Chamber of Commerce and Industry - Antakya Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry - Adana Chamber of Commerce - Adana Chamber of Industry - Aydın Chamber of Commerce - Diyarbakır Commercial Exchange - Şanlıurfa Commercial Exchange - Adana Commercial Exchange - Aydın Commercial Exchange

National Cotton Council
Ankara Clothing Industrialists Association -  Hosiery Industrialists Association - Denizli Textile and Garment Industrialists Association - Aegean Textile Industrialists Association – 
MUSİAD Textile and Leather Sector Board - Osmanbey Textile Industrialists Association – Turkish Undergarment Industrialists Association - Knit Industrialists Association 

Ankara Clothing Industrialists Association – Infact and Child Textile Sector Industrialists and Businessmen Association (BEKSİAD) – Hosiery Industrialists Association - Denizli Textile and Garment Industrialists Association - Textile Sub-Industrialists Association - MUSİAD Textile and 
Leather Sector Board - Osmanbey Textile Industrialists Association – Knit Industrialists Association – Turkish Undergarment Industrialists Association 

Ankara Clothing Industrialists Association – Infact and Child Textile Sector Industrialists and Businessmen Association (BEKSİAD) – Aegean Textile Industrialists Association – Textile and Sub-Industrialists Association - MUSİAD Textile and Leather Sector Board - Osmanbey Textile 
Industrialists Association – Knit Industrialists Association – Turkish Undergarment Industrialists Association – Turkish Home textile Industrialists and Businessmen Association – Turkish Garment Industrialists Association

General Directorate of Labour of the Ministry of Labour and Social Security – Ministry of Food, Agrculture and Livestock – Diyarbakır Provincial Directorate of Food, Agrculture and Livestock - Şanlıurfa Provincial Directorate of Food, Agrculture and Livestock - Hatay Provincial Directorate of 
Food, Agrculture and Livestock - Adana Provincial Directorate of Food, Agrculture and Livestock - Aydın Provincial Directorate of Food, Agrculture and Livestock General Directorate of Labour of the Ministry of Labour and Social Security – Departments of Product Inspection General Directorate of Labour of the Ministry of Labour and Social Security General Directorate of Labour of the Ministry of Labour and Social SecurityGeneral Directorate of Labour of the Ministry of Labour and Social Security – Ministry of Economy
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Phases of Cotton Production

Unit 2014/15 2015/16*

Cultivated Area              thous.ha 468 458

Cotton production        thou.tones 2349 2050

Cotton yield                    kg/da 502 448

Fibre production thou.tones 846 779

Fibre yield                         kg/da 181 170

Gin yield** % 36 38

Situation of Cotton (Unginned) in Turkey

Source: TURKSTAT

* The 2015/16 estimated figures are taken from the Turkey report presented during the 
74th ICAC General Meeting. 

** The gin yield is calculated from the fibre and unginned cotton production figures.

Utilisation of the labour force during cotton cultivation can be 
defined in two separate phases. The first is preparing the soil, 
weeding, hoeing, irrigating and combating against disease and 
pests. The other is harvesting of the cotton. Small scale farm 
owners generally carry out their own work, while medium and 
large scale farm owners employ others. Further, there is an 
increasing tendency to use machinery at a higher level. There is 
especially a high level of mechanisation for preparation of soil, 
sowing seeds, hoeing, irrigating and combatting disease. Those 
employed for these tasks are generally local adult workers. In 
fields where cotton is not harvested with machinery, the harvest 
is done manually. As the salary for harvesting is paid according to 
the amount of cotton harvested, children are also working in the 
cotton harvest. In the cases where the cotton is harvested with 
machines, the farm owners allow the local families to harvest the 
cotton not collected by the machines from the field for their own 
account. These families include their children in the harvest. 

After the harvested cotton is stored for a short while, the ginning process is conducted to separate the seeds and fibre. Afterwards, the fibre cotton is pressed to be bales of 210-215kg. 
In order for these bales to be inspected, the pressing factory owner or owner of the cotton carries out an inspection of the bales by their own inspectors. Inspection of the cotton bales in 
Turkey is conducted by taking samples from a lot of 100-200 bales. Due to the problems faced with this method of cotton inspection in Turkey, it is aimed to start the single bale inspection 
method, as conducted in the US or in Europe. In this scope, the “Foreign Trade Standardisation Notification referenced 2009/37 regarding Single Bale Standardisation and Control of 
Pressed Cotton” was published and the method of single bale inspection became available. However, although there is a legal structure regarding the matter, the inspection infrastructure 
is not yet established. The single bale inspection system is also important to be able to monitor which unginned cotton came from which farm to be processed as fibre cotton. 

Source: http://www.mkatextile.com/pamukta-circirlama-balyalama-ve-standardizasyon.php

Children Working in the Cotton Harvest

a. Soil preparation: Soil preparation begins as soon as the cotton 
is harvested. It is carried out between November and March 
depending on the climate suitability.

b. Sowing cotton seeds: even generally depends on the weather 
conditions, it is carried out between mid-April to mid-May

c. Fertilisation: It is carried out between June-July.

d. Irrigation: Continues from June to August. It is generally 
carried out 4-5 times. 

e. Maintenance: Thinning, hoeing or weeding by herbicide 
spraying is carried out between June-July. 

f. Combating disease and pests: Carried out in July-August. 
Spraying is carried out 6-8 times depending on the conditions 
of the field.

g. Harvest: Cotton is harvested between September-November 
by machines in large scale and flat fields and manually in small 
scale and stoney fields.

Process of Cotton Cultivation

Licensed Fibre Cotton Warehousing

Law No. 5300 for Licenced Storage 
of Agricultural Products, published in 
the Official Gazette on 17/02/2005, 
was passed to bring standardisation to 
basic and processed products suitable 
for storage such as grains, legumes, 
cotton, tobacco, hazelnut, oily seeds, 
sugar securely and hygienically in 
licenced warehouses by enterprises 
and for these products to be stored by 
issuing product vouchers.
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Cotton Ginning and Labour in Turkey

There are close to 500 ginning factories in Turkey which carry out cotton ginning. Some of these ginning 

factories are owned by agricultural sales cooperatives, while some are owned by the private sector. Cotton is 

brought to the ginning factories by cotton traders and/or cotton producers. The cotton ginned in these factories 

is sold to thread manufacturing companies by licensed cotton warehouses, ginning factories, agricultural 

sales cooperatives or fibre cotton traders. Since the mechanisation of cotton harvest has became widespread, 

the harvested cotton is ginned in a short time, allowing the ginning process to start in September and be 

completed by January. Meetings with experts in the scope of the project showed that there is no child labour 

in the ginning factories; however the general working conditions are characterised by noise and dust including 

health and safety issues in work places.

REGIONAL DISTRUBUTION OF GINNING FACTORIES 

Province distribution of different types of ginning machines

Ginning mill process
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GOOD COTTON PRACTICES

Turkey imported 924 
thousand tonnes of fibre 
cotton in 2013/14 and 
has paid $1.8 billion 
USD.

21% of textile import 
comprised of thread to the 
value of approximately $1.7 
billion USD.

Turkey is the 3rd ranked 
country worldwide for highest 
importation of thread.

Turkey is the 7th largest 
thread exporter in the 
world. 

FIBRE 
COTTON 
IMPORT

There are 
approximately 
300 thread 

manufacturing 
companies in 

Turkey.

Textile and 
ready-to-wear 
manufacturing 

companies import 
cotton fabric from 

abroad. 

Thread is obtained by twining the fibre to obtain 
a length, thickness and durability. The twined 
thread is then thrown to provide thickness and 
strength. Thread can be used to knit or weave 

fabric or it can be used for sewing purposes. The 
methods of ring, open-end, friction or air jet 

can be used to produce thread. The most common 
methods for manufacturing thread are by using 
the ring or open-end processes. The ring system 

allows to produce a thin and quality thread, while 
the open-end system produces thread which is 

shorter in length but of a lower quality. The type of 
fabric woven from the thread depends on the fibre 

characteristics, trim, durability, flexibility, rigidity 
and throw of the thread. 

Source: http://www.oka.org.tr/Documents/
tekstil%20ve%20hazir%20giyim%20

sektor%20raporu.pdf 

Thread is one of the 
most important items for 
textile manufacturing 

and importing. The total 
established thread capacity 

is close to 3.75 million 
tonnes and Turkey is the 
country with the highest 
thread manufacturing 

capacity in Europe. 

No contract 
farming takes place 

between farmers 
and ginning 

factory owners

THREAD 
MANUFACTURING

MAIN AGRICULTURAL 
SALES COOPERATIVES
ÇUKOBİRLİK

ANTBİRLİK

TARİŞ

Types of Factories

1. Thread manufacturers

2. Thread + fabric manufacturers

3. Thread + fabric + textiles manufacturers
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 (Turkey)

COTTON 
TRADERS
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EXCHANGES

COTTON 
AGENTS

FIBRE COTTON 
TRADE 

COMPANIES

COTTON
WAREHOUSING

 Shipping of fabric to ready-to-wear and textile companies
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A
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  Shipping of order placed by Brand agency 
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Countries from which most 
cotton is imported from:
Turkmenistan

Eygpt

Uzbekistan

COTTON 
THREAD 
IMPORT

Countries from which 
Turkey imports the 
most fibre cotton
USA

Turkmenistan

Greece

Brazil

Burkina Faso

Tajikistan

Countries importing fibre cotton

Countries of fibre cotton, cotton thread and fabric import

Countries importing cotton thread

Countries importing cotton fabric

China Bangladesh

Country Shares for Global Textile Import - 2014 (%)

Italy Germany Vietnam India Hong Kong Turkey Spain France

37.5

3.4

First 10 Countries for Textile Export of Turkey - 2014 (%)

Germany

3.8Billion $

England

2.5
Spain

1.6
France

1.1
Netherlands

0.9
Italy

0.7
Iraq

0.7
Denmark

0.5
Romania

0.5
USA

0.5

20.9

5.1
2.5

52,000

Number of enterprises in the textile 
and clothing companies (2014) 

18 Billion $

Turkey’s export of ready-to-wear 
and textiles in 2014

918,000

Number of registered employees in the textile 
and clothing companies (2014)
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İzmir
133.700

Aydın
316.856 Denizli

36.020

Muğla
1.884 Antalya

30.065

Antalya Province

Çukurova Region

Southeastern Anatolian Region

According to TURKSTAT 
figures, 58% of the 
cotton produced in 
Turkey comes from the 
Southeastern Anatolian 
Region, 22% from the 
Aegean Region, 18% 
from the Çukurova 
Region and 1% from the 
province of Antalya. 

In the 2014/15 season, Turkey 

has produced 846 thousand 

tonnes of cotton, imported 810 

thousand tonnes of fibre cotton 

and exported 126 thousand 

tonnes of fibre cotton. 
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Changing Trend of Cotton Cultivation Area (Thou. Hectare)

Source: ICAC
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Kaynak: http://www.ars.usda.gov/Main/docs.htm?docid=5260

Cotton producers of Turkey sell 
a portion of their cotton to the 
Agricultural Sales Cooperatives 
of which they are a partner. Co-
operatives purchased 3.5% of 
the total amount of cotton in the 
2014/2015 season. 

Source: TURKSTAT, 2015

Source: From data collected during field research

Countries 2013/14 2014/15

India 11,650 12,250

China 4,700 4,310

USA 3,053 3,783

Pakistan 2,914 2,840

Uzbekistan 1,275 1,298

Brazil 1,010 1,017

Burkina Faso                  644 644

Turkmenistan 545 545

Turkey 451 468

Argentina 506 456

Other 5,934 5,806

Total 32,682 33,417

Cotton Cultivation Areas Worldwide (Thous. ha.)

Fibre Cotton Bales

Fibre cotton to be ginned

Textile brand recommended 

by the clothing designer

 Shipping of products manufactured for the Brand by the export company

Thread manufacturing companies 
purchase fibre cotton from cotton agents, 
directly from ginning factories or the 
commercial exchanges.

Owners of ginning factories 
can sell their fibre cotton 
to trader companies or 
to thread manufacturing 
companies through cotton 
agents. 

Owners of ginning 
factories can sell their fibre 
cotton through licenced 
warehouses. 

Fibre cotton traders 
purchase fibre cotton 
from warehouses. 

Fibre cotton traders 
purchase cotton 
from commercial 
exchanges.
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GOOD COTTON PRACTICES

GOOD COTTON PRACTICES

Source: www.hurriyet.com.tr/savastan-atolyeye-40116428 

Kaynak: www.hurriyet.com.tr 
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EXAMPLES OF GOOD COTTON PRACTICE

Good cotton practice refers to production which is carried out by taking into consideration the standards of the Better Cotton Initiative (BCI). Better Cotton is 

a globally known standard which reduces the impact caused to the environment, aims to improve the livelihood and prosperity of farmers and sustainable 

cotton production. The BCI is an international initiative which brings together many stakeholders ranging from cotton producers to retailers whose objective 

is to collectively reduce the adverse impact on the environment and social implications related to cotton production and to support a more secure future for 

the sector. In order to reach this objective, the approach of BCI is to sustainably improve cotton production by equipping cotton farmers with the necessary 

knowledge, skills and tools. By doing so, the use of agricultural chemicals, effective use of water sources, improvement of soil health and improvement in 

the well-being of agricultural workers will be positively affected to reach an internationally recognised standard for cultivation of cotton. 

Better Cotton is produced by cotton farmers who undertake the following principles:

1. Minimise the harmful impact of crop protection practices;

2. Use water efficiently and care for the availability of water;

3. Care for the health of the soil;

4. Conserve natural habitats;

5. Care for and preserve the quality of the fibre;

6. Promote decent work practices.

These 6 cultivation principles are defined by 24 criteria for small scale farms and by 44 criteria for medium to large scale farms.

FINISHING

The raw textile product is subject to processes such as bleaching, 

mercerisation, dying, printing and finishing to ensure the fabric gains 

features such as handling, colour, shine, absorption, anti-wrinkle, non-

felting, anti-bacterial, anti-static, non-staining suitable for fashion and 

utilisation for desired purpose. The processes in this stage are generally 

of chemical nature and may create adverse effects for the environment. 

Finishing is an important phase in the process of manufacture which 

provides added value to the fabric. 

Source: www.oka.org.tr/Documents/tekstil%20ve%20hazir%20giyim%20sektor%20raporu.pdf 
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Source: https://www.dol.gov/ilab/reports/child-labor/list-of-goods/ 
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MANUFACTURE 
OF COTTON 

FABRIC

8.5 Billion $

Textile and raw material 
export of Turkey in 2014

Woven or knitted fabric is obtained by weaving the thread 
to form a flat surface. Woven fabric is manufactured by 

weaving hozironal and vertical threads, called the warp and 
the weft, under and over each other, while knitted fabric 
is the looping of the thread in the same direction in a row 
with one (weft knit) or more (warp knit) thread. Weaving 

looms are categorised according to the weft insertion systems 
(i.e spindling, hooking, air jet, water jet) and the warp 

insertion systems (shaft, cam, dobby ve jacquard systems). 
The weft knit systems are categorised as flat weaving 

(tricot) and circular knitting. While woven fabric is thinner, 
durable and flatter, knitted fabric has more volume and is 
more flexible. In light of these characteristics, woven fabric 
is used for such products as curtains, shirts or towels, while 
knitted fabric is more commonly preferred for products such 
as sweaters or socks. Knitted fabric is easier to manufacture 

in comparison to woven fabric. 

Source: http://www.oka.org.tr/Documents/tekstil%20
ve%20hazir%20giyim%20sektor%20raporu.pdf 

There are no 
agreements signed 

between thread 
companies and 

ginning factories. 

Ginning factories 
are able to sell fibre 

cotton through 
the commercial 

exchange. 

GINNING 
FACTORY 
OWNERS

While the cotton 
cultivation area 
increased by 29% in the 
Southeastern Anatolian 
Region between 1995-
2015, a decrease was 
seen in the Aegean 
Region by 63%, 73% 
in the Çukurova Region 
and 79% in Antalya. 
A total decrease of 42% 
was seen in cultivation 
areas from 1995 
to 2015. 

The share of cooperatives 
purchasing and marketing 
cotton in Turkey has 
dropped significantly. 
While the share of Tariş 
Cotton Union, ÇUKOBİRLİK 
and ANTBİRLİK was 
approximately 25% in 
1998, this percentage 
became 17% in 2005 and 
reduced to 9% in 2008. 
Cooperatives purchased 
3.5% of the total amount 
of cotton in the 2014/2015 
season.  

Countries 2013/14 2014/15

India 6,770 6,510

China 6,929 6,480

USA 2,811 3,550

Pakistan 2,076 2,310

Brazil 1,705 1,550

Uzbekistan 940 890

Turkey 760 847

Australia 890 450

Other 3,402 3,543

Total 26,283 26,130

World Fibre Cotton Production (Thous.Tonne)

Source: ICAC Cotton This Week-Ocak 2016

Source: ICAC World Cotton Statistics - December 2015

There are close to 500 
thread manufacturing 

factories in Turkey. These 
are mostly to be found in 
the Marmara Region and 
provinces of Gaziantep, 
Kahramanmaraş and 

Denizli. 

Standard ready-to-wear products are 
made according to standard sizes from 

the product fabric and accessories by using 
manufacturing techniques. The process 

of ready-to-wear manufacturing follows 
these steps: developing model, preparing 
pattern, cloth speading and drawing, 
cutting, sewing, cleaning, ironing and 
packaging. The process ends by giving 3 

dimensions to the 2-dimensional fabric as 
a result of covering the target item.
Source: http://www.oka.org.tr/Documents/
tekstil%20ve%20hazir%20giyim%20

sektor%20raporu.pdf 

Designer: KURTULUŞ KARAŞIN

In about 140 days after planting or 45 days after bolls appear, the cotton boll will begin to naturally split open along the bolls seg-
ments or carpels and dry out, exposing the underlying cotton segments called locks. These dried carpels are known as the bur, 
and it’s the bur that will hold the locks of cotton in place when fully dried and fluffed, ready for picking.

Kaynak: www.cottonsjourney.com/storyofcotton/page3.asp 

Country Child Labor Forced Labor
Argentina X  
Azerbaijan X  
Benin X X
Brazil X  
Burkina Faso X X
China X X
Egypt X  
India X  
Kazakhstan X X
Kyrgyz Republic X  
Mali X  
Pakistan  X
Paraguay X  
Tajikistan X X
Turkey X  
Turkmenistan X X
Uzbekistan X X
Zambia X  
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 Shipping of textile goods manufactured according to order

Single Bale Inspection of Cotton in Turkey
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COMPANY 

B
Fabric

 Fabric manufacturer ships the fabrics manufactured specially ordered by the clothing designer to Company C identified by the designer

 Brand 1 assigns the clothing designer to design textile products.
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 Fabric manufacturing companies purchase thread from thread manufacturing companies. 
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 Fabric manufacturing companies purchase thread from thread manufacturing companies. 

 Placing orders fo
r textile

s th
rough the brand agency

COTTON 
PRODUCTION

 A large portion of cotton traders are also the owners of ginning factories. They gin the cotton they purchase and obtain fibre cotton.

 Producers sell their cotton to traders.

 Thread manufacturing companies purchase fibre cotton from licenced warehouses. 
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 Agricultural Sales Cooperatives sell their fibre cotton directly to the thread manufacturing factories. 
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 The Agricultural Sales Cooperatives also sell their fibre cotton through the commercial exchange.

 Thread companies purchase fibre cotton from the commercia
l ex

change.

Turkey’s thread import 
value is $3 billionUSD.
12% of the imported 
thread is cotton-based.

 Clothing designer places orders for special fabrics for thier own design for Company B.

 Company manufacturing the products ordered by the clothing designer in accordance with the assignment of Brand 1 is shipped to Brand 1

The thread and fabric producing companies 
or textile companies send their thread and/
or fabrics to other companies for dying or 
to have their fabrics printed. Or companies 
may demand thread or fabric in the colour 
or quality of their choice and a specific type 
of print on fabrics from thread dying and 
fabric printing companies. 

In the event of a rush order, 
thread companies subcon-
tract other companies to 
weave thread or purchase 
thread from their stocks. 
This is important to know 
when tracing the source of 
the thread. 

 Direct sale by farmers to ginning factories

Source: TÜİK, 2015
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